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~ Homes of Hope International ~ 

Newsletter – November Issue, 2009 

       ~ From the CEO 

Angel‟s start to life was tough and her future looked very 

bleak. Her mum is a sex worker in Surabaya and Angel 

spent most of her 3 year life alone at home or being cared 

for by neighbours. Unwanted by her mother and in urgent 

need of care, nutrition and love, Angel recently joined our 

Surabaya children‟s centre. Her future would probably have 

involved becoming a sex worker, or living on the streets. 

Thanks to generous sponsors working with HOHI, Angel 

now has a bright future. 

It has been a privilege to visit a number of our children‟s 

projects over the past few months. I am often impressed by 

the sacrificial hearts of our staff and volunteers who labour on 

behalf of abandoned children. Over the coming weeks, I will 

visit our three projects in Indonesia and will be conducting 

staff training. HOHI continues to steadily grow and we are 

impacting more children month by month. The global needs 

are massive and can be overwhelming, but we are committed 

to do all we can and to rescue one child or impoverished 

widow at a time. 

... continued over leaf 
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         ~ From the CEO 

continued ... 

 

Widows Support  Program  - As part of a global mission, HOHI will shortly 

commence a programme to support widows with food supplies. Around the 

world impoverished widows often suffer terribly. You can donate toward this 

programme on the HOHI website or through the donor page on our new 

brochure. 

 

New HOHI Brochure  - We have just released a new HOHI promotional 

brochure. This brochure has a lot of helpful information and outlines the current 

HOHI projects. We have made it available in pdf.format on the homepage of our 

website http://homesofhopeint.com/index.htm. 

  

ñRemember in December ò 

Christmas is a time when we remember and celebrate the birth of Christ. A 

joyful time for family, parties, and giving. 

 

At this Christmas time we can also remember those who suffer and need our 

help. The “Remember in December” sponsorship drive is a HOHI initiative 

aimed at multiplying the number of people involved in rescuing the poor.  

You are invited to work with HOHI 

and on behalf of women and 

children at risk and enrol one new 

sponsor for HOHI‟s residential 

programmes. 

During the month of December we aim to find 50 new sponsors for our orphan 

and widow programmes. 

 

If you participate in this drive we will make available to you the following 

resources: 

 

a  A “Remember in December” PowerPoint presentation detailing the HOHI 

     projects and with pictures of the children and widows requiring sponsorship. 

a  The new HOHI brochure and/or pdf. 

 

Get involved and help the global rescue of women and children at risk. For 

further information contact the HOHI office.  

Sincerely, 

Greg Beech 

 

 

 

Enrol one new sponsor! 

http://homesofhopeint.com/index.htm
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Ru r al  SE Asia  
( Guangxi )  

In August, 12 kids had a trip to 

the Nanning Zoo. A widows & 

handicapped distribution 

program to the local villages 

commenced again in 

September. This was due to the 

Mid-Autumn Festival and having 

enough available staff to assist. 

 Jakarta  

The Jakarta children‟s home 

has been through some ups 

and downs but the 10 children 

are doing well. We are in the 

process of appointing 5 new 

board members and plans are 

being developed to improve 

this project. 

 

Maputo   

The 10 children sent hand-

made Christmas cards to their 

sponsors this month. Sponsor-

ship monies support private 

schooling as the public school 

system currently has an 

average of 80 children per 

class, the private school has 

~15 students in grade 4. 

 Maputo Widows 

Project  

Greg plans to visit Maputo and 

Guangxi projects in 2010.

 

 

 

 

Medan  

Building plans are still being 

developed and we are hopeful 

that building works will 

commence in the new year. 

We have two projects in 

Medan the latest being a non-

residential programme that 

cares for 10 children. 

 

Surabaya  

Our newest project is 

slowly growing. We now 

have 7 children in care 

and will accept a further 3 

children shortly. In 

August, a van was 

donated by a generous 

Surabayan donor (right).  

 

Miraj  Home  

The Miraj project now has 

separate boys and girls 

homes and caters for 21 

children. You can download 

the new brochure on the 

Miraj project from our 

website. 

Miraj  Night  Crèche  

We are in the process of 

raising funds for the night 

crèche and hope to see this 

opened before the end of 

the year. The night crèche 

project cares for the 

children of sex workers who 

are at risk. 

FACT  

Number of 

international projects 

that HOHI currently 

partners with= 

8 

New van for Surabaya  

  Project Updates... 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ñCompassion for others is a core 

human value. Sometimes dulled, 

sometimes seduced by greed and 

materialism, it can blossom by 

Godôs grace working in us. We 

gaze on a world of need and find 

our hearts moved to act, to 

respond, to take up the cause  of 

the or phan and the widow, to 

utilis e our resources to rescue the 

poor.ò Greg Beech 
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      ~ Viva La Valuable Volunteers – Thank You! 

 Manuela 
When did you first hear about HOHI, Manuela? It goes back quite a number of years (unsure 

exactly what year I heard first about HOHI). 

When did you start volunteering with HOHI? Early this year, 10th February I think... 

What do you do for HOHI? Web content management, occasional assisting with MYOB. 

How regularly do you assist HOHI and for how many hours? I used to volunteer weekly for 2.5 

hours, but since August 2009 I now volunteer fortnightly. 

What have you enjoyed about working for HOHI? The task (web content management) itself; 

catching up with Narelle (the HOHI administrator) and other volunteers; the satisfaction of 

participating in church (related) activities and volunteering for a great cause. 

What have been some of the challenges in volunteering for HOHI? Earlier this year the 

commitment to come weekly, now made easier with volunteering fortnightly; the time spent each 

time is often not enough to achieve what I would like to achieve. 

What has been your most meaningful or outstanding achievement since starting? Nothing 

outstanding, just making sure that the site is up to date as much as possible with the material 

available. 

Can you name any of the HOHI kids? I could probably name all the kids considering how many 

times I go over their names and details on the web, take the pictures off or put on, but it is more 

difficult to remember who is good at school, who's favourite dish is fried rice (there are a few!), 

who loves reading and helping in the home, etc. 

 

 Ellen 
Ellen, when and how did you first hear about HOHI? I first heard about HOHI in March 2009 when 

I was doing a MYOB course through the Eastern Suburbs Community College where I met Narelle. 

When did you start volunteering with HOHI? It wasn't long after doing this course that Narelle 

asked if I was interested in helping out volunteering. 

What do you do for HOHI? I help out by typing in information into the HOHI MYOB databases to 

keep the financial transactions up-to-date! 

How regularly do you assist HOHI and for how many hours? I come in to work approximately 

every fortnight for around 3 to 4 hours.  

What have you enjoyed about working for HOHI? I have enjoyed the people I have met and I 

have always wanted the opportunity to work for a charity. 

What have been some of the challenges in volunteering for HOHI? I think the most challenging 

thing has been getting my head around using MYOB and learning how to use it proficiently. 

What has been your most meaningful or outstanding achievement since starting?  Again, I think it 

has been the opportunity to work on MYOB and to get a better understanding of how the system 

works. As well as knowing that in some small way I am helping out with these projects run by 

HOHI. 

Can you name any of the HOHI kids? I see so many of the children‟s names it is hard to recall 

them all, however, a couple do really stick in my head, that of Delvi Rose and Oscar, which I think 

are from Jakarta. (...That‟s correct!) 
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         ~ Admin News  

Á Christmas Gift Bank forms will be sent out to sponsors in 

November and forms can also be found on our website – 

http://homesofhopeint.com/donations.htm.  

 

Á You can also send through to us [PO Box 1003, Randwick 

NSW 2031 ] any Christmas cards/photos/stickers etc for 

your sponsor child for bulk-posting to the projects. These 

must be received by 1st December 2009. 

 

Á During the month of November, ALL 193 of our sponsors 

will be receiving a phone call regarding a pricing change 

to sponsorships. As of 1 February 2010, HOHI will be 

increasing sponsorships by $4.00 per month or $48.00 

per year. We have held off as long as possible but need 

to increase this to match running cost increases in the 

projects and in the caring for the kids. Thank you for your 

support during this change over time especially for those 

who use our BIF direct debiting service. 

 

Á If you are interested in helping with fundraising events in 

2010, i.e. „Wine Tasting‟ at Victoria Barracks in 

Paddington (March/April 2010); Asian Food Fair (2010); 

HOHI Calendar; and the HOHI Cook Book (2010), please 

contact our office on 02 8086 2304. 

 

Á Volunteer and overseas positions vacant – See our 

website http://homesofhopeint.com/Join_Us 

Cheers, 

Narelle 

http://homesofhopeint.com/donations.htm
http://homesofhopeint.com/Join_Us
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         ~ HOHI Thoughtfulness Page 

Á The Maputo project is grateful for the new widows‟ 

building and we are hoping to recruit some house parents 

soon so that they can start to receive widows into the 

project. It has been a struggle to find the right 

candidates with sufficient skills. If interested in moving to 

Mozambique J, please contact our office. Thank you to 

the new sponsor from Windsor, NSW who agreed to 

support one of the widows this month. 

 

Á The Miraj project needs a motorbike ($700) and some 

new computer equipment ($1000). 

 

Á The Medan project urgently needs more bed sheets 

($200) and a transport van ($6,500) for the kids.                

Pictures and details to contribute are available at 

http://homesofhopeint.com/special_projects.htm. 

 

Á Please consider the Jakarta project as they prepare to 

form a new board and strategic plan for 2010. The kids 

are all doing well there and they have had plenty of local 

visitors which seems to make them very happy J. 

 

Á The China project is urgently seeking more sponsors for 

their older children. Currently, there is a need for 17 

sponsors in our Rural SE Asia Project. For details see 

http://homesofhopeint.com/children.htm. 
 

Á The Surabaya Project received a generous donation at a 

fundraiser in August this year. The project bought a new 

4WD vehicle to move the kids around in. 

 

 

 

http://homesofhopeint.com/special_projects.htm
http://homesofhopeint.com/children.htm
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  ~ Some HOHI Stats ς As of 1/11/09 

 

 
Á Number of children under „residential care‟                   

with a hopeful future = 67  
Á Number of children under „non-residential care‟            

with support for schooling, housing, clothing,         
medical care = 13  

Á Total number of kids rescued = 80  
Á Total number of HOHI sponsors = 193  
Á Number of times Greg Beech (CEO) has visited          

HOHI projects in 2009 = 6  
Á Amount of dollars that Greg receives as salary from    

HOHI = $0 .00  
Á Number of paid employees working for HOHI                  

= 1 person, 2 days a week  (Mon - Tues)  

Á % of your sponsor dollars that go to administration (i.e. 
amount that remains in Australia) = Between 10 ï 13%  

Á Number of external audits per year = 1  

 
 

 
 

Are you i nterested in seeing HOHIôs finances in detail?  
 

See www.homesofhopeint.com /articles.htm                   

for a link through to our latest Annual Report from 

Financial Year 2007 - 2008 . 

http://www.homesofhopeint.com/
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            ~ Double Birthday Party Fundraiser 

On Saturday 3 October 2009, the Kanawati and Cheng clan from Sydney‟s GracePoint 

Church, organised a “Double 6th Birthday Fundraiser for HOHI” at KidSportz in Randwick, 

NSW. I (Narelle ) had a chance to catch up with them briefly about the event... 

The idea was to have a combined  6 th  birthday party  for Joel Kanawati and Lydia Cheng. 

The fundraising component was to suggest to parents no birthday presents but have 

donations collected on the day with all funds to go to Homes of Hope International 

(HOHI). Modesty forbids the two families to own up to whose actual idea it was, so a „code 

of silence‟ was agreed upon. However, one family said that “we needed to organise a 

birthday party anyway, so adding a fundraiser component to the party did not create any 

additional expense or effort for us”. The event was attended by 47 kids and ~15 adults.  

When asked what was Joel‟s response to the “no presents but letôs have a fundraiser for 

HOHI ” idea for his 6th birthday party, the Kanawati‟s replied that at first Joel thought it was 

a great idea.  After sitting with the idea for a month, Joel said “do you mean I will have no 

presents?”  When the time came, Joel had a marvellous time. He didn‟t even notice that he 

wasn‟t getting a lot of presents, but he felt extra special when he did receive a gift!  

The Cheng‟s were also asked about Lydia‟s response to the “no presents / fundraiser idea for 

HOHI ” idea. This was their reply – “Initially, Lydia said no because she realized she was not 

getting any presents for her birthday but once we explained how poor the children are that 

we are helping and that she has her family to buy her heaps of presents so she can share 

her other “presents” from friends to the less fortunate kids, she was ok with it. But she 

changed her mind every week till the birthday party. She was thrilled with all her friends 

turning up to the party and happy that her family didn‟t disappoint her with the presents 

expectation. On top of that, she was so surprised when she got a bonus present from Joel 

and family.”   

The other kids on the day apparently did not really comment about the fundraiser, they just 

had a great time.  The adults‟ comments were very supportive of the initiative and this 

showed in the generous donations on the day. All in all $1,720.00 were raised. The two 

families were happy for the funds to go to the most needed priority, so it is likely that the 

Miraj  Project  will be receiving a new motorbike and some computing equipment.  

When the Kanawati‟s were asked if they would do this type of fundraiser again, they replied, 

“Yes, our eldest daughter has volunteered to do a fundraiser for HOHI for her next birthday 

party.” The Kanawati family and Cheng family are supportive of several children in HOHI 

Projects. In particular, the Cheng‟s highlight young Eksi in Medan and the Kanawati‟s 

highlight a young girl in Miraj called Pooja K. They add, “[Pooja] seems like a very sweet girl 

who enjoys playing games & music and praying for an easy paper when its exam time!”  

Well done to all involved!! 

 

The Miraj kids in front 
of their own school bus 

provided by a 
generous donor in 

Australia. 
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       ~ Hi from the Sponsorship Co-ordinator 

Just a short note to thank you all for your ongoing support in sponsoring the children and carers in 

our HOHI projects. Obviously, we would not be able to function without your generosity in ongoing 

financial support in regular sponsorship and also the one-off gifts. 

Just to re introduce myself to those who have not met me before. My name is Beryl and I live in 

Maroubra in Sydney with my husband Leo. We have been attending GracePoint Christian Church 

since 1980. Over the years we have worked alongside Greg firstly at GracePoint and now with him 

in HOHI. I am an Early Childhood Teacher and therefore am very involved with children and their 

growth and development. I am now the Director of a Community Based Long day care centre in 

the Randwick area.  

Both Leo and I have visited Indonesia with Greg. We have been challenged over the years by the 

plight of women and children at risk and these visits confirmed our passion to be involved in 

rescuing and giving hope to them. It was such a privilege to see the children happy, healthy and 

growing emotionally, physically and educationally. The contrast when you look at the children on 

the streets and slums in these areas and those in any of the homes is a stark reminder that it is all 

worthwhile. 

I am the Sponsorship Co-ordinator and serve on the HOHI Board. I need to thank Narelle and the 

great team of volunteers who work behind the scenes to bring together the cards and other 

information that you receive. As we are still relatively small we are growing in our systems and 

thank you all for your patience with us. We have set up some new systems lately which will help us 

in communicating more effectively with the projects and you our wonderful sponsors. I hope you 

also take some time to have a look at the website as this is a great place to see photos and read 

information. 

Could I remind you all that the children and carers appreciate any cards and letters that you can 

send to them. Narelle is organising the Christmas Gift Bank again this year and it is an opportunity 

to perhaps add a note or card wishing them Christmas greetings which we all enjoy receiving. The 

projects are also being encouraged to get the children involved in sending a card to you as well. 

So, once again thank you so much for your loyal, generous support and I hope we will be able to 

partner together well into the future. 

Warm regards, 

Beryl Griffin 
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            ~ Sponsors Needed 

These kids below need a sponsor. If you are already sponsoring, would you encourage one of 

your friends to take out a child sponsorship and change the life of a needy child? 

1.              2.             3.  

1. My name is Philip and I am 3 years of age. I was an unwanted child, malnourished, and unable to walk 

properly before being cared for by HOHI. I am now healthy after receiving lots of TLC in the Jakarta 

home. I need three sponsors to cover all my needs. 

2. My name is Astri. I am in the non-residential care program with the Medan Project. I am four years old 

and I have three siblings. I enjoy playing with playdough and my favourite food is bread. I only require 

one sponsor to cover my care costs.  

3. My name is Hai Dong and I am a generally happy and peaceful 3 year old boy. I live in rural south east 

China and I just need one more sponsor to cover my needs. Thank you for caring for me. 

  
 

 

 

 

http://homesofhopeint.com/_webapp_124749/Philip
http://homesofhopeint.com/_webapp_179000/Astri

