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~ Homes of Hope International  ~ 

Newsletter Ĕ June  Issue , 20 10  

 From the CEO   

On behalf of Homes of Hope International I 

would like to thank you for your support 

and heart for rescuing women and children 

at risk. The commitment of HOHI 

supporters to giving children, especially 

orphans, a future and a hope, is 

outstanding. So thank you again for your 

financial support and for your advocacy on 

behalf of the poor.  

We have not published a newsletter for 

some time, so this edition is packed with 

lots of news and interesting highlights from 

the various projects we support.  

It was a privilege to recently visit our 

project partners in China and to spend 

time with the staff and children. As China 

continues to grow as a powerhouse in the 

global economy, the standard of  living is 

increasing for many. At the same time, the 

poor remain poor, and many suffer.  

The House of Hope in GuangXi is an 

inspirational example of what can be done 

in addressing the complex challenge of 

abandoned children. The project is like a 

family w ith separate apartments for boys 

and girls and is making a powerful 

difference to the lives of these children. 

Children are being educated, loved, and 

given the tools to break out of the cycle of 

poverty.  

In a few days I will be in India undertaking 

staff training for the project workers in Ma 

Shan, and in August will visit 3 projects we 

support in Indonesia. If you would like to 

join me please contact the office.  

Sincerely,  Greg Beech    
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 Admin News      

It has been longer than usual since we 

have published a newsletter. Our apologies 

as we have transitioned through a change 

of staff. Narelle, HOHIôs administrator 

since 2009, said goodbye to Homes of 

Hope as she departed to enter the world of 

parenthood. We are very pleased to 

announce that Narelle gave birth to Jessica 

Walker on the 13th May 2010. Mum and 

bub are wonde rfully healthy, Rob, Narelleôs 

husband reports ñJessica is simply perfect.  

Yep I am a biased Dadé So far, in my 

opinion she looks more like Narelle.   She is 

very calm and peaceful; I keep telling 

Narelle sh e gets that from me, yeah rightò. 

 

So I have bee n given the privilege of 

joining HOHI as administrator. I had been 

volunteering with HOHI, enjoying doing 

some hands on work with an Austra lian 

based charity that is  changing the lives of 

women and children around the world who 

without outside interv ention  would have  

little hope for a better future. I left an 

Operations Management role in Hospitality 

last year hoping to enter a new field of 

endeavour closer to my heart. I am 

blessed now to be  working with an 

amazing team of people and generous and 

gi fted vo lunteers and  I am  looking forward 

to communicating with you all and meeting 

more of HOHIôs sponsors and supporters at 

our upcoming events and other activities in 

the future.  

Blessings to you and your families, 

Kelly  

 

On that note here are some upcoming 

HOHI events to mark in your diaries:  

 

18th June 2010  

Presented by  Homes of Hope 

International in association with 

Printhie Wines we would like to invite 

you to join us for a great evening of 

wine tasting on and to help rescue 

children at risk.  

Time: 7.30pm - 11.30pm  

Location:  

28 Franklin Street Matraville  

$20 Donation per person. All proceeds go 

to HOHI  

RSVP by 11th June  

Kelly Small:  

8086 2304/ 0451  502 499             

Greg Beech:  

8060 9712/ 0411 124 371  

Email: contact@homesofhopeint.com
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Volunteering 

Opportunities: Join Us!  

 

If you are interested in volunteering 

for HOHI at any of the upcoming 

events or youôd like to find out more 

about being a volunteer please contact 

our HOHI office: +61 (02) 8086 2304 

Email: contact@homesofhop eint.com  

If you have any of the following skills 

(or are willing to be trained):  

¶ Web content management;  

¶ Bookkeeping (MYOB);  

¶ (International) Accounting / 
finance;  

¶ (International) Family and child 
protection law;  

¶ Database management (MS 
Access, MS Exce l);  

¶ General administration;  

¶ Assisting our administrator with 
organising fundraisers; and    

¶ Online selling (e.g. Ebay).      

 

 

 

 

 

Overseas Volunteer Positions  

 

Presently,  as at June 2010 , we are 

looking for two Project  Directors 

and/or Missionaries  for our Maputo 

project in Mozambique. The duration is 

open for negotiation. You will be in 

charge of:  

¶ directing  our small  orphanage  
(<10 children)  

¶ overseeing our  Seeds of Hope  
widows project  

¶ overseeing our Small Field 

Irrigation  project  

This role has the following 
requirements:  

¶ A demonstrated love for orphans 

and widows  

¶ Project management experience    

¶ Administrative skills particularly 
MS Excel  

¶ Must satisfy pre -employment 

and visa checks  

 

 
  

mailto:contact@homesofhopeint.com
http://homesofhopeint.com/maputo.htm
http://homesofhopeint.com/widows_seeds_of_hope.htm
http://homesofhopeint.com/field_irrigation_maputo.htm
http://homesofhopeint.com/field_irrigation_maputo.htm
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~ Project U pdates  

GuangXi House of Hope  
 

All the children in the Home are doing very 

well.   Paul, 16, still on full scholarship, is doing 

very well in high school ðhe is also leading a 

young people ôs group in his house church.  He 

recently has decided that what he wants in life 

is to be greatly used by the Lord.  All the kids 

are doing well, and so is Walter, who has been 

in charge there for a year.   Ray Tewksbury, 

Project Director says ñWe are very blessed to 

have Walter -he is faithful, teachable, 

indus trious, and he loves the kids.   

 

Dorcas, almost 15, has decided to leave and 

stay with her mother, who reappeared in the 

picture after several years ô absence  but she 

calls us on the phone sometimesò. House of 

Hopeôs newest child, Lan Yu Ai, almost 11, has 

been with them  almost 6 months and is 

blossoming.  The other children are doing fine; 

Moses has had some difficulties in school and 

needs quite a bit of attention right now.  Wa lter 

has done very well in charge of the kids this 

last year.   The Christmas Gift Bank Donations 

were spent  on winter coats for the children, 

tennis shoes for them, and a school uniform for 

one of them.  

House of Hope Group Photo, April 2010, visit of Greg Beech  

 
From left to right, top row: Enoch,  Moses , Elijah, David, Joseph, Deborah (Carer), Hai Dong  

    Bottom row: Dora,  Lan Yu Ai , Esther , Dorcas, Hannah , Ruth   
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~ Project Updates  

Jakarta  

 
The children in the project are  doing well, they 

are healthy and strong.  The children pray every 

morning at 6.15am before  leaving for  school 

and are prayed for and encouraged. Children 

are all involved in art, dance and tambourine 

and drum classes after school. There are 

renovations happening at the moment -  new 

kitchen doors and storage cupboards in the 

kitchen as well as a study table  for  

 

 

Rose. A bi g Thank You! goes out to Lighth ouse 

Christian  Church who provided a generous 

donation which funded these renovations.   

The clothes the children are wearing were 

purchased with the donations given from the 

Christmas Gift Bank. The children  had a 

wonderful Christmas celebration as well. The 

children celebrated, played, had fun, enjoyed 

food and were given gifts. This was supported 

by AGAPE, the childrenôs Sunday school which 

they attend.  

 

From left to right, top row: Richard, Valentino, Meita, Moses, Josiah   

Bottom row: Steven , Delvi Rose, Oscar, Te ssa, Philip  
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~ Project Updates  

Miraj  
We would love to take this opportunity to share 

with you a picture  of the motorbike that you 

helped fund for the children in Miraj. You can 

see Christopher Roberts, John Sankeswar 

(administrator), John Awale and his wife Sarika 

(who looks after the boyôs home), the boys 

Vilas, Akash, Satish . On behalf of all the Miraj 

ki ds, their carers, staff and volunteers,  

ñThank you for your supportò.  

 

Surabaya  

 
The Christmas Gift Bank Donations for 
Surabaya were used to purchase a much 

welcomed air conditioning unit for the home. 

Brillian, Abednego, Jonathan, Joshua are doing 
grea t, both in their school work and personal 
life.  Noval, has to stay in the same class at  the 
elementary school,  because  she  is a little bit 
slow  in her understanding of things. Johannes 
takes them swimming regularly which they all 
like. Nelly says that theyôre all really good kids; 

they are all healthy and are getting along very 
well with each other.  
 
HOHI has recently rescued  5 children from 
Ambon  and one from Malang . This is the story 
of why we took each child into our home. All of 
them used to live in conditions  of extreme 

poverty  and were abandon ed by their parents. 

We can give you with more detail ed information 
as we spend more time with each child.  

 Michael's moth er w orked hard as a 

grocery seller i n a  poor area of Ambon. His 
father passed away when  he was still a baby. 
Due to  living in condit ions of extreme poverty , 
his mother gave  Michael  away to be cared by 

the Surabaya project. She is hoping Michael will 
have a better l ife and future.  

Originally from the city of Kediri, East 

Java, Ferdia n is the youngest of 3 children . 
When he was one , his father lef t t he family a nd 
never returned. About 6 months ago his mother 
left her 3 children with her sister.  Her sister 
could only stand taking care of Ferdian and his 
siblings  for 6 m onths. She ga ve away t he  3 

children to whoever want ed to care for them. 
Ferdianôs siblings now work on the street. The 
Surabaya Project heard about Ferdi an and took 
him into the home . 

Petrus was born from a contract 

marriage between a local Ambonese girl and a 
fisherman from Thailand. Once his working 
contract expired, the father left Indonesia and 
never cared for his family. Pet rusô mother was 

unemployed and living below poverty level, so 
Petrus was cared  for by his grandm other. 
Petrusô grandfather is an alcoholic and often 
force d Petrus to smoke. Petrus never attended 
school as his grandparents could not support 
him financially.  

 Roberto is Petrus ô younger brother. 

His circumstances were the same as Petrus ô. 

 Checeliaôs father left the family not 
too long after she was born. He r mother 
rema rried  and now has her own ñnewò family. 
Checelia has b een livin g below poverty with her 

grandmother . 

 Erland is the half -brother of 

Checelia. He has the same mother but a 
different father. His circumstances were the 
same  as Checiliaôs. 
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~ Project Updates  

Maputo  

 
The childrenôs homes are going well. For 

Christmas the gift bank giving was used 

to purchase combined gifts for the 

children. They were blessed with a new 

keyboard, an acoustic guitar, two second 

hand bikes and new clothes.  Lija and 

Ernesto have recently moved to a larger 

community school on the base with 

approximately 500 students. They are 

managing the change well which means 

contact with a larger group of children 

from the community. Ivan, Jito and 

Joanina transferred to a Catholic School 

in the city an d have coped with the 

change and have settled in quite well. It 

brings new challenges as there is a higher 

level of education provided by these 

schools in the city as opposed to what the 

children received in the suburbs. But the 

children are working hard t o catch up to 

the level of their peers. Ros recently 

celebrated her 50th birthday. From 

reports her celebrations went on like a 

song that never ends. For Steveôs gift to 

Ros they had five marvellous days in 

Cape Town . They visited Robben Island, 

the Aparth eid Museum and other 

exhibitions and movies  on the suffering 

and the poor.  

Widowôs house  

Steve lazar reports: ñThe bible says that 

it is pure religion to care for widows. So 2 

years ago we opened with HOHI support 

a widowôs house -with space for 6 to 8 

wid ows and land to build another house 

in the future. Although at one time we 

had 3 widows ready to move in - right at 

this time there is just one old lady there. 

She is doted upon, loved, cared for and 

pampered.  I am frustrated we cannot find 

others - the need  is great but the old 

ladies we approach do not want to move 

away from their own community and 

neighbours -so in these cases we support 

them with food, clothing, etc in their 

houses with HOHI donations. Yet we are 

blessed to be able to give such quality 

care for the one widow in our care. ò 

Children's Day  

June 1 in many countries of the world is 

Children's Day. We celebrate here in 

Mozambique by pouring out gifts, food 

and clothing to the poorest of the poor. 

Our day started with games, football, 

dancing and  food for 700 school children. 

At 2pm a truck arrives from the garbage 

dump with 100 children. We give them a 

chicken dinner and a gift to each one. 

Then onto the children from the centre -

from babies to youth -new clothes 

(second hand from markets), gifts , and a 

chicken dinner (twice a year -Christmas 

and Childrenôs Day). We finish off with 

Tom and Jerry cartoons and roll into 

bed.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


